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Remarks 

Upon entry of the instant Preliminary Amendment, claims 1 -1 9 are pending. Multiple 
dependencies have been eliminated from the claims without prejudice to the filing of claims directed 
thereto in the instant or a subsequent application. The amendment is strictly a matter of form. No 
new matter has been added. 

In view of the foregoing amendments, Applicants aver that the instant claims are now in 
better condition for examination on the merits and for allowance. Early favorable action is 
respectfully solicited. If minor amendments will further prosecution, Applicants request that the 
Examiner contact the undersigned representative. 

Respectfully submitted 



Ciba Specialty Chemicals Corporation 
540 White Plains Road 
P.O. Box 2005 

Tarrytown, New York 10591-9005 
Tel: 914-785-7124 
Fax: 914-785-7102 
DRC/ 



David R. Crichton 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,300 
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Amended Claims with Mark-tJp s 

| 5. A process according to any of c l aim. 1l u 4 clajm_l in which the dilute aqueous solution has a 
concentration of polymer of below 0.3% by weight. 

| 6. A process according to a nyone of e teitm 1 to S claiml in which the dilute aqueous polymer 
solution comprises a cationic polymer, an anionic polymer or a nonionic polymer. 

| 7. A process according to any of claims 1 tu 6cjajm_l in which the concentrated aqueous solution has 
a concentration of polymer of between 0.4 and 1 .0%, by weight. 

| 8. A process according to a ny one of dam* H a Z claimI in which the concentrated aqueous solution 
comprises a cationic polymer, an anionic polymer or a nonionic polymer. 

| 9. A process according to a ny one of claim, 1 l o O daimJ, in which the polymer dissolved in the 
concentrated solution is either co-ionic with the polymer dissolved in the dilute solution or non-ionic. 

| 1 0. A process according to a ny one of ebtms 1 to 9 dajml in which polymer dissolved in either the 
dilute solution or the concentrated solution is cationic and has been formed from a monomer or 
blend of monomers comprising at least one cationic monomer selected from the group consisting of 
quaternary ammonium and acid salts of dimethylaminoethyl (meth) acrylate, quaternary ammonium 
and acid salts of dimethylaminoethyl (meth) acrylam.de and diallyldimethyl ammonium chloride. 

1 1 . A process according to a ny one of clai m ., 1 t o 10 daiml in which the polymer(s) dissolved in 
either the dilute solution or the concentrated solution is anionic and has been formed from a 
monomer or blend of monomers comprising at least one anionic monomer selected from the group 
consisting of (meth) acrylic acid, 2-acrylamido-2-methylpropane sulphonic acid, alkali metal and 
ammonium salts thereof. 
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| 12. A process according to n ny n n, of d u i n u H o 1 Id amJ. in which the polymers) dissolved 
Cher the dilute solution or the concentrated solution is nonionic and has been formed from 
acrylamide or methacrylamide. 

| . 3. A process according to a n y n n e of a *m H e .J cJainU in which the cationic polymer dissolved 
m each of the dilute and concentrated aqueous solutions is a copolymer of acrylamide and at least 
one cationic monomer selected from the group consisting of quaternary ammonium and acid salts of 
dimethyiaminoethy, (meth) acrylate, quaternary ammonium and acid salts of dime.hylaminoe.hyl 
(me.h) acrylamide and diallyldimethyl ammonium chloride, having an intrinsic viscosity of a. leas, 4 
dl/g. 



14. A process according to a ny n n, of d ui m , 2 tu n danU in which the aqueous composition 
comprising the dilute aqueous solution of polymer and the concentrated solution of polymer is 
formed by introducing the concentrated solution of polymer into a flowing stream of the dilute 
\p. aqueous solution of polymer. 

M | 16. A process according to a ny n nc of da 2 fu B daiaU in which the aqueous composition is 

formed by, 

(a) passing a concentrated solution of polymer to a dilution where .he solution is combined with 
dilution water to form a dilute solution, 

(b) passing the diluted solution through a mixing stage, selected from pumping and screening 
stages, and 



(c) introducing a concentrated solution of polymer into the dilute 



aqueous solution. 



1 9. A process according to n nyw.f d u ! , u lo cU|ml in which the dewatering process is 

selected from the group consisting of dewatering sewage sludge, dewatering a mineral suspension 
dewatering a paper mill sludge, dewatering a deinked cellulosic sludge and a papermaking process 
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